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;, j Trans l a tion of l ettor f rom Thor Heycrdahl to Captain Ror hol t 

Dear Bj ¢rn: 

Qui to , Ecuador 
19th J anuary 1947 

Many thanks fo r your telegr am about the boys t leave , which ar1'1 ved today. 
I t lUiS a great jl!easure to u s . Apar t from t hat , we have not r eceived any mail 
since the two letter s in Que.yaquil . Our addr eos will now agDin be "Hotel Metro­
politano , Ouayaquil", bu t f i r st TIe will be away i n t he jungle, cu t off from all 
end everything unti l the timber i s sprouting aD . the river. 

We ha.ve jus t packed our personal pr operty which goes by pl ane to t he CORst , 
and ha ve got. ours elves khaki s l acks in add! tion to our bi g boots and old shirts , 
and s t art tomor row morning a.t 5;30 B.m. on "Expedition pre-ION-TIKI". 

Thi s I s a hell o f a country-, a nd 80 primitive that OD e cannot comprehend i t 
l'd t hout actually having seen it . I have ;yet to find a s ingle t e l ephone in t he 
whole of the countr y which can be used for anything except shonting HOll a n into 
the "all \"11 t ho I f anything can be pos tponed unt il tomorrow, well and only, t hen 
one postpone s i t until the day aft.er t he day s.fter tomor row . It 1 s a wonder f ul 
cnun t ry--beautif ul , i Glpr e s slve , and singular in its cha r m. But, my God , how long 
one sleeps between the revolu~ ons . 

Pc have achi eved the follovd ng , to the gr oa1:.est a s toni sbmen t of everybody 
here : The r e was no way of r e(!.ching Quevedo bef or e the dry' period ceme again and 
the roads clear t hrough the j'.mgle would b e passable . From QuaJ8.quil it was 
impossible , except with hollow canoe upstr eam-bigger boats could not go unt il 
far t her into the r ainy peri od . From oui to 1 t "N3S the sp.me as in Ouc.yaquil - - one 
c ould possl bly get down t hrough t he Andes end through the jungle all the way don 
t o Quevedo . Up her li> we Y1sr e tol d th(l t nobody could take that trip. Now we hae 
t o t ry f rom Ouayaquil. l"ell J we have run our heeds agE'~inst the yp.ll c efore, and 
l earn t tha t ther e a r e never four lIlhole wall s jn B r OrJID . I dl'.e.gged the Consul 
Gen er al, Bryn, l'T.i. th u s up t o t he I\Iilerl can rAilitHTY Mi s si on, explained the si t uati on, 
and a sked f or (a ) an airplE'ne and t wo par achutes or (b) a j eep and 8 native drive r . 
They under stood tha t we would not l eave until we got what "e @sked for , and gaye 
u s the l as t . 

Today a capt ain in t he Ecuadorian Engineer rOO:;>8 reported to us a t the 
hote l end said that he ",as order ed to drive us to Quevedn--mud Ot" no mud ; he 
should combine the t rIp ldth giving a repor t about conditions to the military 
authori ties , and .,e. s entirely at our di sposal. So tomOl"Y'oll' we drive over the 
t-ndcs and i nto t he l ower country. ·The papers have lfl'i tten tha t there are r obbers 
in the di strict, and we ar e therefor e ar med to t he teet h. Consull G§ne.ral Bryn 
gave u s personally hi f\ calibr e 45 par abellum. Captain/has also got a rifle in 

Alvar ez 
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Addition to biA no ...... l Ill'll8 . 80 .... &11 ',,\..1.3 t ~~. M W. \{.~ 
~ ~'( ~t1o"". ",l,h,el8frwt " . f'P. R ··. n 'lMwt~ ; ' 

but if ..... ~111 00. , . ... onl,. h .... to bllr7 the.;nfJ iN 0 ~ . ..".. "tt'OU 1 • • 

Wha t A eOUntr,,: lrMOII.~ o'! .. la ~11 a.YB~l qttet . M ,~.ft~ ot t .~,. 
W" COUftt on '-reaching the coaat A.1 tho end ot- thff aQnth &~.ln, ..mOIl the 

~.l>er .1.. tloa,Ung "l' the ri ....... and ri8r7th1no 1& 1n order. We. a;'" I'TObab1,. 
t: •. t ni '<10",!- 'ro. ,<""...00 in 01\8 or the MU",,' e ono"" tb.':t, ·the Indilil1. u.... 111,1"'''"­
ber th8:t ' tht"f'lc -qu8,'r er !,l ot the ,J)()pulatton. ber<t . fU"O Yr)d.i:ue, and t)heye '11.1"8 'p~ae­
ti.ail1 nothil),g lmt Indi.no out-1tl ... t.h. elU .... rrl 1 .. ". .. r'm~ . T9.'~ a re not;' . 
IJlai~D~ nth coU .... 1\lI~ +.10 to tn !lort!> AlIOriea' R~TO .'th • .,.. arb . Ull in the 
jungle ,"",,5 • • , ot -tt1.lleo -"leh run ai-ouftd ·· qu:l.t,, ' nake/l· and cut . ach other" b •• d. _ 
orr " he,.., t he col"l .. r u. ,..,l1.)" 10. ' In tho 'Id~"le' or ~ C1t,. : thoJ!"" · .. .,.e mao, .• • • r 

, Ind1 ~DD ~n clothing -"0 ttl t down Qn t be P8"tl:!Ient and do t hel.,., n"" .... M'r7 lm.:1n. " t)l..... ..ell hn,. d c> ot-l/ .... t,b1 • too, but W~ .... sort of ..",.t!)l -"ieh .... il. 
an t ial't. .. ,oton · nn ileraon on~ ..,,. •• It. Otb .. ,..." ... . .... nr 8 ·g~tt.1"t <tu;to tough. 

,w. "ea.rd th~ to~lcm111!' . t.ory a.t tho . .. ~nl.lIg ..,81 ),Qltot'da,., 

OUl' 1Ii!<>d rrl..m norebe. wi. th tho 01e_ "the era..,: fHorn, told ahP,ut hi li' 
U fo aa A gol~ ~ill'"'' 111 t he Jun.r1t h\1ll"8. (ll. 13 p1cturo¢ 1\' wch ,on ·the, ~', 
,dorl.-." l.n,to.,;- , jlt.ejlpoi . ) ne Md "t tho time .. tt'iend , ;n;o :. t e..<llly 0 .... o!l.Ui "fOi<I 
""" ' 910 1 t to hi]l 'for . thor goods : One ~ ... y the J'rI.·. nd n.. ltllled 111'. 11[0: ~lmCl •• 
ant HQ,..,b~ t-<>un:1 tb, !IIUrd • .,..,. .W<l . aid he would . hoat btl.- ~. """7 B~~. , 110, I't 

. baa .'belm tlmt tbh ~.rer ".n one of' tho .... "ho UOUl\lly ,l'olA t bft ,ftl>.runk " ... eo ' 
h ead.!! -mieh: 'P'eUddo,rl, a.ns '11.1"0 80 to.soU8 for . You . knOl!', tht?j' ,re:.ovo" e:ran1u.r. 
end till ~.~d· 111 th _".. ~ .. nd .""ttl '1 t nhrlllk~ to the oJ..u . or. '"" · ~.,.,pca, but 
keeps "u it • . t "atul'q. ",!eh~.nt:"', Only bel' eye}>,..,,,,, IiII<l: ben..-i l:c~1f tht>ir- no .... l 
il1.$. . 'Mie Indi&lI I"'" adli!.tted tb.~ b. bec\ , t.he h ... <1 or HO;<l.h • . '·9 1'r.tend. ond ~"" 
it to him to rta ... hi .. om J,ife. ,I\oreh .. . ~d t hnt b ........ q¢ .1,c tou.bea ~ben 1\6 ~ ... 

. 1>1 . MOlld. """tn . nd took the b.d b,",~ h~ ... ~ hl , n fa'. . • l e!lI toll .... ",.'.::1 .. ' 
ab. i!"" .1 t. so II"",,"' • . b0,.1 to keep tho h~"d 1n ~ . \11\00 9... Jlut in ~b. !l!'i31b .1 t 
!I'ft1t , SO dl\l@ .th~t ' gr.en ""lit gl"." 011 tM .h!""l . 00 lIoT'\Ih. ' ht\!! to' ~I!;. H /.lut '""et 
dt7 hi . fnend:' . hoed ott opc,o .... " ek. n~ h~' H by tIS" h. lt: f or d!"71nll ·ln tho 

, nun on , th ... clot.bo. Une. ' "'" ,.ur~· ""lit ""pp~t,. 'b,. .. Hko ~bh ,ml.le I'or ,h,,: nursed 
" hi.. friend"c tllad w,ttl1'· llOlhert,. eate unU·l • rat ono d~,. hlll'I ch."..M 1 U ..a,. Into 

the su1teaSlt an::! eateri the cl\eok a. · I t. .-«. *- BT"Pt. UlOl"~ f or ' Jfot"Cbe, . who burl,et\ 
111. fri end 1I1th gr eet Cel"OMrU • • on a 1. lidint: . t rlp tor 81roratt. ·lfe .... , ar t er 
', 11, fi. huann bnlrig . ", ,,a1d rro~h • • 

But take it ~ ... ,.; "',. fl1enrl. "" 1n'.end t o get tbrouJlh tbe ,UI1g1. ,f'lthout 
clU;.nging our 01 .& ot.' hat s , ~nd will Wn.·t 8 agAin 4. GOon Jlp ... at fJ ' tb,-r'"ougb. , . 
hop6 "v • ..,.thtng fiO05 "ell on yqur aiCA of tho front. '!'be U mber n11 at l .... t 
b. 1n t.t .. & n t tba 8cheduL"'" Use. . 

, lht's t regard,. to VUnth&-K.fUt.S and all at the P.:llbaD'7, nod fl l co T"C'G G~.lt Md 
ot her fTl'J11dG . Au row1!'. 

You," tr.tend. 

'!'hOl" 

Pjs . h ..... Uoned before. we nro onx1"u. to baRr ho .. 7l>ur grond speech ""nt ofr 
and, na~raU:r. ·it t~e ... 10 any Clnerlohl n.".. (ovu) 
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