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. Translation of letter from Thor Heyerdshl to Captain Rorholt

Quito, Ecuador
19th January 1947

Dear Bjgrn:

Many thanks for your telegram about the boys' leave, which arrived today.
It was a great pleasure to us. Apart from that, we have not received any meil
since the two letters in Queyacuil. Our address will now again be "Hotel Metro-
politeno, Cuayacuil”, but first we will be away in the jungle, cut off from all
end everything until the timber is sprouting on the river.

Fe have just packed our personsl property which goes by plsne to the coast,
and have got ourselves khaki slacks in addition to our big boots and old shirts,
and start tomorrow morning at 5:30 z.m. on "Expedition pre-KON-TIKIM.

This is a hell of a country,and so primitive that one cannot comprehend it
without actuslly having seen it, T have yet to find & single telephone in the
whole of the country which can be used for anything except shouting "0lla" into
the wall with. TIf anything can be postponed until tomorrow, well and only, then
one postpones it until the day after the day sfter tomorrow. It is a wonderful
comntry--beautiful, impressive, and singuler in its charm. But,my God, how long
one sleeps between the revolutions.

We have achieved the following, to the grealest astonishment of everybody
here: There was no way of resching Cuevedo before the dry period ceme egain and
the roads clear through the jingle would be passable. From Quayaquil it wes
impossible, except with hollow canoe upstream——bigger boats could not go until
farther into the rainy period. From Quito it was the geme as in Cusyaquil--one
could possibly get down through the Andes and through the jungle all the way dom
to Quevedo. Up here we were told that nobody could tske that trip. Now we hae
to try from Cuayaguil. Well, we have run our hesds against the well before, and
learnt that there are never four whole walls in & room. I dragged the Consul
General, Bryn, with us up to the pmerican Military Mission, expleined the situation,
and asked for (2) =n 2irplane and two parachutes or (b) e jeep snd a native driver.
They understood that we would not leave until we got what we asked for, and gave
us the last.

Todey & captain in the Fcuadorian Fngineer Troops reported to us at the
hotel and said that he was ordered %to drive us to Cuevedo--mud or no mud; he
should combine the trip with giving a report sbout conditions to the militery
authorities, and was entirely at our dispossl. So tomorrow we drive over the
tndes and into the lower country. [The papers have written that there are robbers
in the district, and we ere therefore srmed to the teeth. ConsullGEneral Bryn
gave us personally his calibre 45 pesrabellum. Captainthas also got a rifle in
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: ¥a count on renching the cosst at the end of the month again, whem the
timber 15 floating on the river and everything is in order. We are probably
godng dom from Guevedo in one of the hollow canoels thet the Indisns use. Remem-
ber thet three-cusrters of the population here ers Tndisne, =ad thers sre prac-
tically nothing dut Indians outside the citias end large farms, These ave not
Indiann with collar and #ie zo in North tseriea. Here there are still in the
Jungle messes of tribes which run around quite neked and cut each other's heads
off where the collsr weuslly is. In the midile of Cuito City there ave mas-es §f
,Indisns in clothing who eit down on the pavement and do their necessary busineds
there. Well they do other things %00, but shis was sort of something which made
an impression on Hermen and myself. Otherwlse, we are goitting quite tough.

We heard the following story at the evening meal yosterdey:

Our good friend Forche, with the nicknsme "the Crazy Flier", told sbout his
1ife a2 & gold digger in the jungle hors. (He 1z pletured as such on the Hews-
dorian pogtage stemps.) Me had et the time a friend who stendBly came with gold
and sold 14 to him for other goods. One day the friend was killed im.the Jungle,
snd Horehe found the murderer snd said he would shoot bim o punishment. Now 1t
hnd been thet thin murderer wan one of thoes whe ususlly 2014 the shrunk ewes!
‘heads which FPeuadorfiens are so famous for. You know, they remove ithe eranium
snd fill #heshend with warm sand wntll it shrinke to the sise of sn ovenge, but
keeps all $%: Peatures unchanged. ' Only hor eyebrows and beard keep their normel
¢ize. The Tndlan novw admftied thet he had the heed of Horche's friend, end gave
it to him %o dave his own life.  Horche sald that he was quite touehed when hs saw
his friend arsin ané $ook the hesd back home %o hisz wife. fhe fainded every time
she saw {4, so Horche had 1o keep the hend in = sultonse. Fut in the jumgle it
wes . so damp that greéen mold grew on the hesd, do Horche hed 4o take 1% out and
dry hi= friend's head off once a week. Mo hung it by the hair for drying-in the

. sun on the clothesline. ™o yesrs went happily by like this while Rorthe ‘nursed
big friend'c head »ith motherly cere until n rat one dny had chewed its way into
the sultease and ssten the chesks. It wsp & prest sorrow for Horche, who buried
his friend with great ceremonies on n landing strip for sircraft. "He wau, after
‘ell, s humsn being,™ said Horche,

"Thanks very much- for the mesl®, said Y.

But take 4% ensy, my friend, we intend to get through the fumgle +ithout
changing our else of hate, and will write agsin as soon 2p we sve through. We
hope everything goes well on your side of the front, The timber will at least
be in Lima nt the schefuled time, '

\ Best regards to Wunthe-Kans snd all at the Fmbagsy, snd aleo Tresselt and
other frisnds. Au revoir,
Your friend,

Thor

P{8. As mentioned befors, we are snxious ¢o hear how your grand speech went off

and, naturally, if there is sny finsncisl news. (over)
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